WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN: ELW 638 Blessed Assurance
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6
1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And
he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.
PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22
12
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
13
The LORD looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
14
God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
15
God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
16
A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
17
The horse gives vain hope for victory;
despite its great strength it cannot save.
18
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
19
to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.
20
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.
21
Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
for in your holy name we put our trust.
22
Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by
the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
1
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an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in
the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who
were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful
who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were
born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
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All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16But as
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The Gospel of our Lord, taken from the 12th Chapter of Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40
[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are
those slaves.
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“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”
39

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME
THE SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 793 BE THOU MY VISION
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit.
Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. In
places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of
your bounty. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife
and violence (especially). Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love.
Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you (especially). Help us to trust
your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of
peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation (specific ministries may be named)
and all who care for those in need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they placed
their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING AND SPECIAL MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
Please come to the table from the side aisle, receive the elements at the altar rail and return
down the center aisle.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
BLESSING
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: ELW 812 Faith of Our Fathers
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. License #SB156233
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Concerns:
Carol Thacker – Dottie Nixon – Roger Sanger – Linda Torrey - Julie – Gale H.- Danny
Hoad - Linda Sanger – Diane Smith - Rev. Joel Martyn - Davidson Family Shirley Sprigg
Rev. Mark W. Nygard – Barbara Kennedy
Moki Hino (Pastor of Good Shepherd Episcopal on Maui) - Amy Crowe (Chaplain at
Maui Memorial Hospital) – Henry R. – Oma Hardeway – Irene Spears – Cora Brown
Abi Kikeh – Harold Woods – Beckie McGlone – The Justus Family of Uganda
for teachers, administrators and all other staff and students as school starts
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Note: Holy Communion will be served at each 10:30 AM service.

SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA
35th Annual Convention September 23-25, 2022
Disciple Oaks Camping & Retreat Center, Gonzales, TX
CONVENTION THEME
Rejoice, Renew, and Respond

CONVENTION BIBLE VERSE
If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love had
made a difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit
means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care – then do me a
favor. Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends.
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Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top.
Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with
getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a
helping hand. Philippians 2: 1-4 (The Message)

CONVENTION OFFERINGS
CHURCH SERVICE OFFERINGS received will be divided 50% WELCA churchwide,
25% SWT Synod, and 25% to Project Radical Hospitality.
PHYSICAL OFFERINGS will be donated to Norma’s House, the Gonzales Regional
Children’s Advocacy Center. They provide services and programs to children who are
alleged victims of sexual abuse, severe physical abuse, children who have witnessed a
violent crime, and drug-endangered children. Their needs include snacks (all kinds), toilet
paper, tissues, trash bags (13 & 33 gal. size), copy paper, HP ink (902), stamps, and gift
cards (HEB & Walmart). If you choose to donate a gift card, please indicate the value of
the gift card on the envelope.
SILENT AUCTION – Please bring items such as - but not limited to - gift baskets, baked
goods, homemade crafts, jewelry items, etc. Proceeds will be divided 50% to Golden
Crescent Food Bank, and 50% to Project Radical Hospitality.
SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA
35th Annual Convention, September 23-25, 2022
Disciple Oaks Camping & Retreat Center, Gonzales, TX
Registration Form
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________, TX Zip Code________________
Phone (___) __________________

Email_____________________________________

Conference_______________________________Church_____________________________
Select One Registration Category:
_______ Voting Member
Presenter
_______ Board Member

______ Non-Voting Member

______ Workshop

______ Guest

______ Exhibitor

Registration includes 2 nights’ accommodations and 3 meals on Saturday. (Note: You must bring
your own bedding – including pillows – and towels.) The Sunday morning meal will be provided by
Bluebonnet Conference churches.
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Early Registration:
Late Registration:
One day (Saturday):

$150.00 (postmarked by August 31st)
$175.00 (postmarked by September 7th)
$ 75.00 (August 31st) $100.00 (September 7th)

Please specify any dietary restrictions:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Please specify roommates if you have a preference:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Mobility Issues (stairs)?

yes___ no___

possible upper bunk? yes ___ no ___

Spanish translation needed? yes___ no ___
Registration check-in on Friday from 3:30 – 6:00 (bring your own meal)
Registration check-in on Saturday morning from 7:30 – 8:30 (meal provided if needed)
A massage therapist will be available on site – You may sign up for times when you check-in. Cost
will be $20 for 15 minutes, $40 for 30 minutes, or $60 for an hour.
Dress code: Casual/comfortable If you would like to partake of the swimming pool, please bring
swimming attire.
Please make checks or money orders payable to: Women of the ELCA OR go to
www.PayPal.me/swtwelca if you would like to send your money online.
Mail your completed registration form and payment (please note if you are using PayPal) to:
Michelle Schlinke
6037 Hwy 72 W
Cuero, TX 77954

Service Project Opportunity *** Tacking***Last Chance
Compassionate Servers show you how to do it!
For interested 6th grade through college students and adults who just want to help others.
You can bring a friend who wants to help with the project and earn service hours too.
Why: We are making lap covers for Cancer and Kidney Dialysis patients in Victoria.
Date: August 8, 9 – 11 am
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(Tack and Tie Lap continued)
Lunch of tacos or frito pie from 11:00 to 11:30
Where: Ring the doorbell at the church office to come in at 106 N. DeLeon. Take a left at the
top of the stairs. Sewing room on the right upstairs.
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Soon, we will begin the creation of a new photo directory of our congregation. This directory
will be unlike any previous directories, as we will have full control of photos and content. There
will not be a completion date because the directory will be continuously edited as we receive
new members, or if members leave. Photo times will be each Sunday from 9:30 AM until 10:15
AM in the Sanctuary. Appointments will not be necessary, just show up and let us take your
picture. You may submit a jpeg photo of your choice if it was not taken by a professional
photographer or appeared in a previous directory. If you have an email address, you may enter
our church directory website by phone, tablet or computer and see everyone. You will also be
able to change your household information or submit a different picture from time to time. We
will attempt to photograph our homebound members in their locations. For those that prefer a
printout of the directory, a updated copy will be available quarterly upon request.
Bruce Kaiser will be the administrator of the website. Steve Zimmerman, Tawnia Groll and
Shanna Mikulenka are Editors. This will be a no fuss, no wait, no pressure to buy anything,
living directory of our evolving congregation.
Go to https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com
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Nancy el el
Cassie Adcoc
Grant Sauer
Jac ie Schmidt, Jr.
Darla Stange
Marina rana
Sarah Johnson
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Steve immerman
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