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Sunday, May 9, 2021—Fifth Sunday of Easter
Call to Worship
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
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as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.
Opening Hymn: Sing a New Song (Not in hymnal – see screen)
Greeting
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.
Hymn of Praise
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
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Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation;
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia, alleluia.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48
44
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard
the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even
on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
Psalm: Psalm 98
3

Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2
O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness
in the sight of the nations.
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You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
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Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
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Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
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With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
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Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
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Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
who comes to judge the earth.
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The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

9

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
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Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know
that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory
that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world
but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
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This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not
with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is
the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.
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Gospel: John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you,
and that your joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from
my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”
Message
Hymn: LBW 385 (Green Book) What Wondrous Love Is This
Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast
love.
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen
the bonds among all Christian churches. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing
for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures
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of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join
with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world with undying love. Plant your
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit,
so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be
present with those who are sick or suffering. Provide for those
needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing
responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss
their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they
cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving
mother. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever.
We remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love
throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in your lasting love.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty
and ever-living God. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the
glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has
destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalen and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal;
you we praise and glorify; you we worship and adore.
You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air.
You created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with
water.
You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the
mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites
and cherished them as your own
And so that also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in
your Spirit, you called us through the life and death of Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
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spoke the blessing, broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this and know that I am
with you always.
And again, after supper, he took the cup, spoke the blessing, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this and know that I am always with you.
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Son,
the first-born of your new creation.
We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection.
We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through
your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us
and this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose
fire rouses us to love.
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree
sharing your bounty with all the world.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus
received the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until,
needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever in the
triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O
God, O living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and
forever. Amen
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Sharing the Meal
Special Music
Canticle
Thank the Lord and sing his praise;
tell everyone what God has done.
Let everyone who seeks the Lord,
rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads the people forth with joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Prayer after Communion
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Announcements
Blessing
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Closing Hymn: LBW 315 (Green Book) Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

PRAYER CONCERNS
Joe Irwin
Sandy Totah
Julie W.
Martin Boedeker, Jr.
Scarlett Rangnow
David Harris
Gail Belcik
LaNell Billings
Barbara Stubbs
PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
The friends and family of Diane Wolfshohl Hernandez on her passing

Town Hall meetings will be held in Luther Hall on Sundays and
Wednesdays for you to voice your opinions. Sunday’s meeting is from 9:00
10

AM -10:00AM. Wednesday’s meeting will be 7:00PM – 8:00 PM. In
addition, a Suggestion Box will be placed in the Narthex.
May 9th and 12th Trinity’s History and Mission
May 16th and 19th’
Identity of Trinity
rd
th
May 23 and 26
Telling the Story of the Future

May 9th – Bill Rose
May 10th – Mary Anne Parker
May 11th – Kaera Grimshaw
Lydia Huber
Jeanne Payne
th
May 12 – Melissa Hanselman
May 13th – Dylan Petrash
May 14th – Melanie Koehl
Elijah Montgomery
Rebecca Talley
th
May 15 – Melanie Rodriquez

MEETING NOTICES
• WELCA quarterly meeting is next Tuesday, May 11th beginning at 9:30
in Luther Hall.
• The Mary Martha Circle meets the first Tuesday of each month at 9:30
in Luther Hall. All ladies of the church are invited to come.
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• Plates of Love are prepared and delivered on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Preparation begins about 9:30 in the kitchen in Luther Hall.
Help is always appreciated. Please call Delores Steen at 361 935-5699
or Betty Dearman at 361 578-5786.

Altar Flowers are given in honor of Bill Rose
on his 80th Birthday
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